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Nepal Development Research Institute  

NDRI Completes its Thirteen Years 

Nepal Development Research Institute (NDRI) 

held its 13th annual general meeting on 24 

September 2016. The inaugural session 

emphasized on NDRI mission/vision through 

the founder members. All the speakers drew 

attention to the achievements, gaps and 

continuing challenges of the organization over 

the thirteen years.  

 

As a whole, the gathering captured the 

snapshot of the progress from the day of its 

establishment. The Annual Report 2015/16 

and NDRI Newsletter issue 05 was also 

launched as usual. 

 
During the event, NDRI members and well wishers participated on a task What should be done to 

step NDRI towards improved Data based Research, Policy Research, Management, Publications 

and New areas of interventions. The participants were divided into five groups, led by one 

coordinator in each team. Everyone provided key suggestions, which were greatly appreciated for 

the future endeavor.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

NDRI in collaboration with United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 

conducted a research titled Situational Assessment for Improved Gender 

Based Violence (GBV) Prevention and Response in Selected Districts of 

Nepal.  The overall objective of this study was to establish a baseline data 

on existing situation of GBV, identify the response mechanism and its 

effectiveness in addressing GBV cases, and also to assess the level of 

awareness on GBV among key target groups.  

 

This research was carried out in four UNFPA program districts; Bajhang 

and Bajura in mountain region and Baitadi and Achham in hilly region of 

Far-western Development Region.  

 

This study analyzed effectiveness and sensitivity of the prevention and response mechanisms practiced/available in the study 

districts. All the necessary information on Gender Based Violence (GBV) prevention and response mechanism in the respective 

study districts was collected through comprehensive Key Informants Interview (KII) and Focus Group Discussion (FGD) that 

included Police Personnel, Journalists, Gender Based Violence survivors, Health Service Providers/Health Workers, District 

Officials and Lawyers.   

Ongoing  Project Briefs 
 

NDRI has undertaken Impact Study of Not for Sale (NFS) project in 

five locations of Kathmandu where mobile counseling camps were 

conducted. The NFS project was initiated with the aim to decrease 

the risks of sexual exploitation and trafficking of women engaged in 

the entertainment sector. Along with protection of young women, the 

project empowered them and provided training and shelter support 

to reintegrate them into their society.  

 

The impact study evaluated the quality of services provided to the 

targeted women, and also measured their behavior/attitude change 

after receiving services. The project is a jointed effort of NDRI and 

Planete Enfants and Development (PE & D). 

Not for Sale 

Situational Assessment for Improved Gender Based Violence 

Prevention and Response in Selected Districts of Nepal 

Gender Equality and Knowledge Society 

The project National Assessment on Gender Equality and Knowledge 

Society (GEKS) was carried out by NDRI together with Climate Change, 

Agriculture and Food Security (CCAFS). The main objective of the study 

was to develop an integrated database of gender representation especially 

of women’s representation in various sectors such as health, social, 

economic, various opportunities and capabilities. The overall gender status 

in Nepal was studied and elaborated for Gender Equality and Knowledge 

Society.  

 

A workshop was organized on 24 March, 2017, in order to disseminate the 

findings on the current gender status. The representatives from different 

organizations like UN agencies, government, and different academia 

attended the workshop. The attendees perceived the research findings 

fruitful to reflect the real picture of gender status in Nepal.  

The outcome of this study will serve as a basis to kick-off changes in existing policies and plans. The key findings and compilation 

of data may further open the way for analysis of the gender status. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NDRI is implementing Eco Village Approach to Bhardeu Village 

of Lalitpur. The objectives of the project are to provide long-

term social, economic and environmental welfare activities 

promoting local entrepreneurships.  

 

The project assembles diversified sectors like agriculture, 

health, environment, livelihood, disaster management, capacity 

development, etc. The attempt is aimed to develop Bhardeu as 

a replicable and sustainable village.  

 

A preliminary visit was organized on 26 November, 2016 by 

a team of NDRI. The meeting with District Technical 

Assistant and few local leaders helped the visit to way 

forward for development. One day session was arranged on 

19 February, 2017 to aware the adolescent girls on 

menstrual hygiene, at Baleshwori Madhyamik Vidhyalaya. 

NDRI team led the session in collaboration with Change 

Action Nepal. In the same day, the local health post was 

visited to understand the quality of health services and to 

investigate the immediate improvement.. 

Bhardeu As an Eco-Village 

Dr. Jaya Kumar Gurung, Executive Director , was invited by 

International  Urban  Training  Center (IUTC)  at Gangwon  Province, 

Republic  of  Korea, 25 February-9 March, 2017 to share and discuss 

the Bhardeu village project. Dr. Gurung presented the NDRI's project of 

Bhardeu village with the view to collect the experiences of latest 

economic development of Korea. 

 

NDRI's dream village project has been enlightened from the 

experiences of Village Development movement of Korea.  Feedback 

from the team of International experts in IUTC this model village project 

has been augmented with some additional elements as use of 

alternative energy (solar and micro-hydropower), domestic tourism by 

promoting home stay, local economic development by promoting 

inclusive cooperatives.  

Sister Relation of Bhardeu to a village in Gangwon Province 

NDRI is looking opportunity to make a sister relationship with a village 

of Gangwon province Korea so as to get ideas of smart village Bhardeu 

through integrated development: green village development, climate 

friendly through integrated local resource management. 

The project is expected to graduate the village up to a 

standard with fulfillment of all basic needs of community 

people and eventually, prepare a manual for how a rural 

village shall be build for the sustainable socio-economic 

development.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The project TAAS-0072: Support for Strengthening Climate Finance Activities in Nepal was led by Nepal Development 

Research Institute (NDRI), working in collaboration with Prakriti Resources Centre (PRC) and funded by Climate and 

Development Knowledge Network (CDKN). The overall objective of this project was to support the Government and the private 

sector in enhancing their understanding and capabilities towards accessing and utilizing Climate Finance to implement climate 

actions in the country.  

 

Specific objectives of the project included: 

Enhancing understanding of potential National Implementing Entities (NIEs)with regards to accessing international climate 

finance through direct access modality through training workshops and production of knowledge products; 

 

Bridging divergent views /understanding among senior government officials from the key ministries and others; 

 

Raising awareness regarding barriers towards accessing climate finance both within Nepal (delivery mechanism) and 

internationally (access). It is expected that this will provide the key actors with a broader understanding of the global climate 

finance landscape.  

Support for Strengthening Climate Finance Activities in Nepal 

A climate finance sensitization workshop (on 7 March 2017), 

followed by a capacity assessment workshop (on 27 – 28 March 

2017) of potential NIEs (targeting the private sector 

organizations), was organized. The aim of the first workshop was 

to sensitize stakeholders, particularly from the private sector, on 

opportunities and challenges in accessing climate finance and to 

support on identification of potential National Implementation 

Entities (NIEs) on climate finance. The aim of the second 

workshop was to enhance understanding of the potential NIEs on 

Green Climate Fund (GCF) about accreditation procedures / 

requirements and support in self-assessment of their respective 

institutions as per GCF accreditation requirements.  

 

Participants included representatives from concerned ministries 

and departments of the government, public institutions, private 

entities like commercial banks, Federation of Nepalese Chambers 

of Commerce and Industry etc.  

A number of knowledge products were prepared by the project team including: 

 

 A concept note identifying suitable NIEs: this covers the criteria for selection of potential NIEs for accreditation to Green 

Climate Fund (GCF), and the list of potential NIEs according to GCF strategic impacts areas and national priorities have been 

identified 

 

 Situation Analysis Report: a baseline analysis of the status of climate finance related work in Nepal, including barriers and 

challenges faced by relevant actors, and the entry points for further interventions and arrangements needed on climate finance 

are covered in the report 

 

 Reusable Guide on GCF accreditation: the guide describes the different aspects of GCF, the accreditation procedure and the 

opportunities available for private sector engagement in GCF 

 

 Briefing note on Direct Access Modality: describes what Direct Action Modality of climate finance is and summarizes the 

opportunities and challenges, and the way forward for Nepal in accessing climate finance through Direct Access 

 

 Info graphics on access to GCF and accreditation of NIEs to GCF: provides in a nutshell the key process of access and 

accreditation to GCF 

 

 Final recommendation report: summarizes the key recommendations from all the project activities including the capacity 

assessment exercise and the recommendations made by the potential NIEs and concerned government agencies as part of 

their feedback on the workshops and in individual follow-up meetings with top management of these entities. 

The project commenced in November 2016 and concluded in March 2017. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a response to the Nepal Earthquake 2015 through the innovative 

community engagement, Inter-Agency Common Feedback Project 

(CFP) was launched  in 14 earthquake affected districts.  

 

NDRI, in collaboration with United National Resident Coordination 

Office (UNRCO), is conducting bi-monthly perception survey from 

January 2017 for ensuring the recovery and reconstruction efforts in 

a shape. The themes identified for the surveys are Reconstruction, 

Protection, Food Security and Livelihoods. 

These surveys are more focused on perceptions related to services, people’s sense of agency, outcomes and quality of relation 

between service providers and the affected population. The finding from the survey is believed to support and advocate with 

government and partner organizations to adapt activities and interventions to account the view of affected people.  

NDRI is actively working with Save the Children to reduce 

inequalities in health services of three districts (Banke, Jajarkot 

and Mahottari), especially to maternal, newborn, child health 

(MNCH) and nutrition.  

 

The study is focused on tangible MNCH deliverables for 

mothers and children through strengthening the health system 

and community system at district level and below. The results, 

from the study, are anticipated to provide an overall scenario of 

the program area on demand and supply side intervention. On 

supply perspective, the study will support renovation of health 

facilities/ birthing centers, equipment supply and placenta pit. It 

is probably to strengthen Health Facility Operation and 

Management Committees (HFOMC) and prop up social audit.  

 

At the same time, on the demand side, it will address demand 

generation in the community. This might be creating awareness 

among mothers through social behavior change 

communication, activation of mothers group and promote 

counseling to mothers.  

NDRI in collaboration with World Health Organization assessed 

Community-Based Integrated Management of Neonatal and Childhood 

Illness (CB-IMNCI) Program in December 2016. The study is carried out 

to assess the situation of service readiness and volume of service 

provided by the health facilities. Also, the knowledge/skills of service 

providers including the quality of service to the clients are explored 

throughout the Follow up visit and Exit interview.  

  

While the current status of CB-IMNCI program at health facilities and 

community levels has been determined, the study is expected to identify 

the gaps in the service, draw lessons and bring the necessary 

modifications in the CB-IMNCI Program (phases) before it is scaled up.  

Status of Maternal, Newborn, Child Health 

Community Perception in Earthquake Affected Districts 

Assessment of CB-IMNCI Program 
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 Field Study of Hydropower Plants in Western Nepal 

Mr. Dhanej Thapa, Senior Research Associate,   

Agriculture and Natural Resource Management 

Ms. Kristina Parajuli, Research Associate,  

Public Health 

Ms. Manisha Raymajhi, Admin and Finance Officer,  

Business Administration 

Mr. Nejat Malikyar, Research Intern 

Sustainable Development Studies 

Ms. Rita Pandey,  Finance Assistant,  

Business Studies 

Ms. Samikshya Adhikari, Research Intern 

Business Administration 

Ms. Suruchi Upadhyay, Research Intern 

Sustainable Development Studies 

Ms. Swechha Lamichhane, Research Assistant,   

Environment Science 

Ms. Usha Singh,  Research Associate,  

Research Methodology 

NDRI family members refreshed with a trip at Chitlang on 7 March, 

2017. The outing with fun filled activities invigorated  the participants 

and gave a break to revive.  

 

A picnic was arranged at Dakshinkali on the following day. The trip 

and celebration of unity strengthened the bonding and respect among 

each other. 

 Time for Break 

NDRI President, Prof. Dr. Madhav Pd. Pokhrel, gave the 

keynote address to the International Conference on 

Contemporary Developments in Social and Basic Science 

in Times of Global Crisis funded by UGC (India) and 

hosted by Suryasen Mahavidhyalaya, Siliguri (North 

Bengal) on March 28, 2017. 

  

Welcoming New Colleagues 

Crisis is the Mother of 

Creativity 

NDRI organized a field study of hydropower plants in western Nepal from 

9th to 11th November 2016. The study was part of the project TAAS-0045: 

Adaptation to Climate Change in the Hydroelectricity Sector in Nepal. The 

field visit was carried out to four operating hydropower stations in 

Marsyangdi river basin (Marsyangdi hydropower station (69MW), Middle 

Marsyangdi hydropower station (70MW), Upper Marsyangdi 'A' 

hydropower station (50MW) and Khudi hydropower (4MW)) and to 

proposed site of Budhigandaki storage hydroelectricity project (1200MW). 

 

The participants were representatives of the Ministry of Energy, National 

Planning Commission and study team. The field study provided exposure 

to the participants on current issues in operation of hydropower plants and 

existing climate risks / hazards in hydropower sector. Additionally, it also 

helped to understand the current mitigation / adaptation measures 

adopted by existing hydropower projects. 

http://www.dri.org.np/

